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I’m fine! This is 

all too 

much…
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You don’t 

understand 

what it’s 

like!
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in a bit…
My 

exams 

aren’t 

for 

ages
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ahg6qcgoay4

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ahg6qcgoay4
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“Memory is the residue of 
thought”…

We remember what we 

think about…so 
although students 

might say “I’ve done 
it”, it doesn’t mean “I 

know it”!
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So how 
can we be 
sure that 
we know 
that they 

know what 
they think 

they 
know?!
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This is a really simple strategy that your child can do 
independently, but it is a great way to check whether 
they are starting to remember the “threshold 
concepts” that they need for that particular subject.

It is a very effective way to use Knowledge 

Organisers. 

Additionally, it helps them to become more

resilient learners, because they are then able to 
address the misconception themselves. 
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Our working memory is designed to be used for 
working only – not long term storage. It has limited 
capacity. Students find themselves unable to retain 
the information, they become stressed and often give 
up, convincing themselves they are no good at 
revising or that they “can’t do ___”.

How can we help students to 

remember the information in the 

short term, so they are able to do 

the “read, cover, write, check, 

correct” successfully?
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These are exactly the same letters, but in a 
different order.

By re-ordering them so each three separate 
letters become one recognisable “chunk”, we 
reduce the amount of work the working memory 
has to do. 

Chunking is a great 

strategy to use when 

doing the read, 

cover, write, check, 

correct activity

with knowledge 

organisers.
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To be able to adapt something, you really 
have to understand its different 
components. 

Apply the knowledge from a 

Knowledge Organiser to a 

different context, or present it 

for a different audience.
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Transform this image into 
a 100 word written 
description, using your 
knowledge of Apartheid 
and Mandela to flesh out 
the detail.

.



LYMM
HIGH SCHOOL

Knowledge Organisers are a really effective way of encouraging 

students to check and edit their work before handing it in. 



LYMM
HIGH SCHOOL

Write 4 key titles from the Knowledge Organiser on a 
piece of paper. 

Exercise 1 Use a timer and see how much they can 
remember about that topic in that time. 

Exercise 2 No timer this time, but write down one-
word questions: “How?” “So?” “Why?” “When?” 
“Result?” They have to respond in writing. 

Exercise 3 if they seem really confident, encourage 
evaluation by writing: “Convince me!”, or “Prove it!” 
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• For the first 20 minutes students should utilise any technique they are 
comfortable with to review the topic. This could be highlighting, making notes, 
creating flashcards or using post-its.

• Often, they might stop after this and think ‘my revision is done!’. But no, this is 
just the start of an effective learning technique.
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This is building on Stage 1. 

• Here the students need to transform the notes or highlighting that they have 
from Stage 1 into something different. This could be a mind map, a drawing, a 
song, a poem. 

• By doing this they will have to be thinking 
‘how’ am I going to show this content in a 
different form and ‘why’ does each piece 
belong. 
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Create Transform a topic into a cartoon strip or storyboard; Create a song or poem etc. 
Produce a revision guide including key points and activities

Evaluate Create a table of strengths and weaknesses for a topic
Write a paragraph on whether you agree with something associated with your topic

Analysis Create a mind map showing links and connections
Create a flow diagram showing links and connections

Apply Explain why a topic is significant or important
Explain a topic using a cartoon/TV character

Understand Pick out 5 key points about a topic and explain them
Verbally explain key terms to someone

Remember Write down a topic in 10 bullet points
Create flashcards
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.
With a friend, family member or one of the many websites 
online that have relevant quizzes –students should test 
themselves on the area that they have reviewed
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.

Finally, students complete an exam question or questions on 
the area they have reviewed and mark this themselves using a 
mark scheme or ask their teacher to mark it
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The more time students spend in school the more likely 
they are to succeed.
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‘People are made, not born’
Learning helps our neurons GROW

The more we learn, the more connections they make
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You know you can develop intelligence You think your intelligence is fixed 

You enjoy challenge and set ambitious 
goals 

You avoid challenging goals 

You keep going when it’s tough You give up 

You give 100% You don’t think you should try

You take inspiration from others You feel threatened by the success of 
others 
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Thank you and have a safe journey home

Please visit the website for 
additional techniques and top tips


