
To Design and IKEA Children's Chair inspired by Memphis:

A3 Sheet 1:
Complete research about the Memphis Design Movement. Discuss the design philosophy, the key 
designers involved and how the design movement was created. Complete research about Memphis 
products. Collect a range of at least 8 items showing different functions (chair, wardrobe, table etc.) 
Analyse each image and discuss the use of colour, pattern, construction, materials, size, stability, style, 
suitability for target market. Comment on anything else that you think is appropriate.

A3 Sheet 2:
What is IKEA? Where does IKEA originate? Where do they have stores located? What materials do they 
mainly use? What is their design philosophy? How do they test their products? What is there product 
range? Show and discuss examples of storage solutions. Show and discuss examples of seating solutions. 
Show and discuss examples of children’s bedrooms and playrooms

A3 Sheet 3:
Conduct a Product Analysis of a range of wooden children’s chairs using ACCESS FM. Select 5-6 chairs that 
could influence an inspire the design or your own chair. Be clear and concise with your analysis. Only use 
the most appropriate points from ACCESS FM. 

Layout and present all 3 pages as creatively and imaginatively as possible.
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Objective
• To understand the design context and design brief. To be able to adapt 

as a designer to restrictions given by a client or user. 

IKEA is a Scandinavian chain who sell ready-to-
assemble furniture and in addition they sell house
wares and operate in a warehouse-like space.

Their furniture is of a flat pack, self-assembly design,
which reduces production costs and results in a
cheaper product.

As part of manufacturing their popular line of
wardrobes called PAX, they generate waste material
with dimensions of 600 x 600 x 12mm of plywood.

With sustainability being an important consideration
for IKEA, they want to re-use this waste material. This
will be beneficial to the environment but also will be
more cost effective as it will not waste resources. They
are currently looking at ways to resolve this problem.

Designing a small piece of furniture that could be
manufactured from this waste material is one
solution.

You have been commissioned to design and manufacture an
ergonomic chair.

Due to the limited size of the material (600x600x12 mm),
the product will be aimed at primary school children.

The chair could be multi-functional and develop learning.

The aesthetics of the product must be based on the design
style of Memphis but could also incorporate themes that
would appeal to a young boy or girl. For example a cartoon
character or the theme of football.

It must be safe for a child to use on a regular basis.

The chair must be suitable for mass production and be sold
as flat-pack. It must be of a simple design that is easy to
assemble. The main material available for the chair is 12mm
plywood and should be assembled with the use of knock
down fittings (KD Fittings).

Other materials could be used to enhance visual appeal.



Complete research about the Memphis Design Movement. Discuss the design philosophy, the key designers involved and how the design 
movement was created.

Complete research about Memphis products. Collect a range of at least 8 items showing different functions (chair, wardrobe, table etc.)

Analyse each image and discuss the use of colour, pattern, construction, materials, size, stability, style, suitability for target market. 
Comment on anything else that you think is appropriate.



Objective
• To profile IKEA’s design style, philosophy and product range

IKEA
What is IKEA?

Where does IKEA originate?

Where do they have stores located?

What materials do they mainly use?

What is their design philosophy?

How do they test their products?

What is there product range?

Show and discuss examples of storage solutions
Show and discuss examples of seating solutions

Show and discuss examples of children’s bedrooms 
and playrooms

Plus anything 
else you think 
is relevant that 

I haven’t 
thought of 



ACCESS FM


