
Work Experience



Work experience

• This will be completed by all Y12 students on 22-26th June 2020



What is work experience?

• Work experience in an unpaid voluntary 
short term work placement. It usually 
involved shadowing another person and 
learning about the job they do.



Why do we do it?
• A recent survey has shown that 2/3 employers look 

for prospective employees to have work experience 
(UCAS).

• 33% of employers say experience is critical when 
recruiting young people, and a further 45% say it is 
significant. UK Commission for Employment and Skills 
(UKCES)

• Did you know lack of experience is the number one 
reason employers turn young job applicants away? 
UK Commission for Employment and Skills (UKCES)

• To give you a taste of “the wider word”

• To support your future aspiration choices



What do I get out of 
it?

• Employability skills

• An opportunity to try 
something new

• Future employment 
opportunities

• Experience of the career paths 
available in your chosen field

• Contacts

• Encourages independence and 
maturity



Bigger Picture

• Work experience will play a vital role in your 
next chapter after 6th form.

1. You will go to university. INSERT SOME EGS

2. Modern Apprenticeships

3. Get a job 

https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=work+experience&&view
=detail&mid=B10FE772B7B787B4E320B10FE772B7B787B4E320&F
ORM=VRDGAR

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwit9veI1PDWAhWBmxQKHYngBgUQjRwIBw&url=http://www.telegraph.co.uk/education/universityeducation/student-life/10583513/The-low-down-on-apprenticeships.html&psig=AOvVaw0NOETkjUajLg8CfXtcU-eo&ust=1508089159364941
https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=work+experience&&view=detail&mid=B10FE772B7B787B4E320B10FE772B7B787B4E320&FORM=VRDGAR


How to decide on 
your placement

• The important questions:

1. What would your ideal 
occupation be?

2. What subjects are you 
most interested in?

3. What do you plan to study 
at university?

4. What are your areas of 
interest / hobbies

5. What placements are 
available and realistic to 
you?

6. Aim high!



Placements to consider

• A field you are interested in

• Possibly something you know little 
about

• A placement you can get involved

• Somewhere which will give you a true 
insight into that prfession



Placements to 
avoid

• Easy options – “I’ll 
work with my dad”

• Somewhere you 
actually work

• School – you know 
what this is like!

• A place where laws or 
rules might get in the 
way



What do I do on work 
experience?

• Shadow someone in your field of interest 

• Attend meetings 

• Carry out tasks assigned to you by your boss

• Learn about specific job skills appropriate to that role



Employability 
skills



Do’s & Don’ts 

• Be polite

• Be helpful

• Get involved

• Be on time

• Turn up

• Ask questions

• Observe 



Do’s & Don’ts 

• Be uninterested

• Be silent or not know when to be quiet

• Assume you can do everything

• Be late 

• Wear the wrong clothes

• Not turn up

• Ask to leave early!



What now & Why so 
early?

• There are almost 200 of you in the 
year group….Lymm is a small place!

• Start to think about what you might 
like to do

• See what places are out there –
research

• Make a phone call and see if its 
possible

• Fill out the paperwork



Student Application Process

24th January

• Decide what are you interested in?

• Find a self placement by researching local places – use last years 
contacts to help

• Make appointment with Careers Advisor for guidance if needed 

27th March 

• Confirm work placement and complete the paperwork (show 
placement your medical consent form and get signature)

• Return to sixth form reception and complete all details on 
the online survey no later than 27th March 2020

20th April

• Meeting will take place with all students without placements

• School may allocate students with a placement internally 
within school



What next?

• Your job for the rest of todays session is to do a small amount of 
research...considering what you may like to do

• Print / collect Letter and paperwork and begin to fill out

• Use last years ideas to get some contacts – meet with your tutor 
briefly 

• Contact an employer you might wish to do your work experience 
with.



Frequently Asked Questions
1) What if my placement cannot offer me a work experience on 22-26th June 

If you are seeking a placement that can only offer specific dates (e.g. Police, hospitals) 
please inform Student Services and the school will then make a decision on whether to 
approve your absence for an alternative week. If you can do the placement in the summer 
holidays this is advised (no paperwork required for placements outside school term).

2) Can I do additional work experience beyond the one week?

If you wish to do an additional work experience at either the same placement or another 
then it is suggested that you should do this in the summer holiday. School support this but 
cannot offer insurance for students taking additional placements, no paperwork is required 
for placements outside school term.

3) Can I be paid on my placement?

You are expected to choose a placement that is a long term career goal not just working full 
time at your current part time job.

4) Will school pay for expenses to cover travel costs?

The school cannot offer expenses for any placement. As part of your placement you are 
expected to experience the process of getting to and from work including the cost.



Frequently Asked Questions
5) What if my placement does not have employer/public liability insurance?

Unfortunately, the school cannot insure students on placements that do not 
have public liability insurance and the student will not be covered in case of any 
accidents.

6) Can I go on placements outside the local region?

The school encourage and support students to seek work experience outside 
the local region and overseas. 

7) Can I do my placement at Lymm High School or my previous Primary 
School?

If you are interested in a career in teaching it is advised that students seek 
placements outside of school so that they get a true experience of work. Some 
primary schools do not accept their former students, however, this is down to 
the primary school and it is your responsibility to find this out.

8) Can more than one student go to the same placement?

Yes and this is encouraged in circumstances where students can share travel 
arrangements.



Work Experience


