
USING MY KNOWLEDGE ORGANISERS:

HINTS AND TIPS FOR GOLD STANDARD 
REVISION 

“Knowledge is sticky!
The more you know, the easier it is to learn”



A KNOWLEDGE-RICH CURRICULUM AT LYMM 
HIGH SCHOOL

• The best of what has been thought and written 
about the subject. 

• A curriculum that builds cultural capital, and 
equips students with powerful knowledge to 
unlock the subject and progress

• Knowledge that supports learning of new ideas 
in future

• Knowledge that equips students well for GCSE 
study and beyond

Curriculum – Lymm High School

https://www.lymmhigh.org.uk/curriculum/curriculum/


Homework at Lymm High School

www.lymmhigh.org.uk/parents/homework/

‘Parents guide to homework’

http://www.lymmhigh.org.uk/parents/homework/


Knowledge Organisers

• Issued by class teachers for most subjects
• Stored in students knowledge organiser 

folder (which should be brought to school)
• Used in class to support work, and for 

revision homework



A test of memory: Can you remember…?

• What you ate for tea last Tuesday?

• Where you were last Saturday at 3pm?

• What you were doing this time last year –
16th November 2020?



Why do we need to revise what we’ve learned?

The retention of information 
decreases day after day, and 
week after week if we do not 

keep returning to it and 
reactivating the connections in 

our brains. 



The more times we return to 
previously learned material, the 
stronger the connection in our 

memory. 



Why is quizzing and testing so important?

• Can you remember all 7 of the dwarves from Snow white?

1.
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What does this show?

• When you quiz and test yourself, it 
strengthens your memory and helps to move 
things into long term memory

• Testing yourself and marking your answers 
identifies the gaps in your knowledge and 
helps you remember better next time



Students learned 3 revision strategies for 
better use of  their knowledge organiser:

1. Look, cover, write, check – a quick and easy method 
for testing yourself

2. The bare necessities – Organising and summarising 
information for better recall

3. Quizmaster – to test your self and others and 
strengthen your memory



1. Look, cover, write, check – a quick and easy 
method for testing yourself

• Look at the information – read it a few times. You could 
highlight/underline the essential points as you read

• Cover the section with a blank piece of paper
• On the piece of paper, write down as much of the 

information you can recall from memory.
• Check by revealing the answers – *Update any missing 

information you forgot with a different colour. This primes 
your memory for better remembering next time*

• Repeat after a day, a week etc until fully remembered



Look, read, understand



Cover
How do waves form?

Size of waves?

Why do waves break?



Write – what can you remember about each idea?
How do waves form?

Size of waves?

Why do waves break?



Check (mark and update with green pen)
How do waves form?

Size of waves?

Why do waves break?

Pay close attention to 
the parts you forgot 

about – the parts 
you’ve added in green 

pen. 

These are the parts you 
want to remember 

next time.



2. The bare necessities – organising and 
summarising information for better recall

• Focus on one section of your knowledge organiser 
• Highlight/underline the essential information – what are 

the MOST important ideas
• Mindmap the information in your own words – use brief 

notes and small images to help you remember it. 
• Cover the information and test yourself *you could do a 

‘brain splurge’ activity to see how much you remember or 
‘just a minute’ activity to see how long you can talk about  
this topic*



Look at this section on 
your History KO

Highlight the MOST important 
information in each section –
think hard, don’t just chose all 
the underlined bits. 

Shortly, you will need to present 
this information in a visual form



Why did 
William win 
the Battle of 

Hastings?

Leadership

Harold II’s 
death

Tactics 

Fortune

Arrange the essential, 
summarised information 
into your mindmap. You 

could add some 
images/symbols if you like

Now study it 
carefully. 
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Many years 
experience

Was meant 
to invade in 
summer

Had used 
this before

caused 
shield wall 
to break

Bad weather 
caused him 
to invade in 
winter

Harold’s army 
was now much 
smaller

Kept large 
army 
together

Planned and 
was 
experienced

Good at 
boosting 
morale

Harold died 
in battle

If he survived 
he would have 
relaunched 
the  attack



Other self-testing methods 

Brain splurge – what can you remember?

Why did 
William win 
the Battle of 

Hastings?



Testing with help: “Just a minute”
• Ask your child to tell you what they can remember 

about a topic after they have revised a section of their 
knowledge organiser.

Why did 
William win 
the Battle of 

Hastings?



3. Quizmaster – design quizzes to test yourself 
or your friends 

• Look at the information – read it a few times. You 
could highlight/underline the essential points as you 
read

• How could you create a question to test the 
knowledge in each section?

• Design a short quiz with 5-10 questions
• Use the quiz to test yourself *even better if you 

leave this to test yourself the next day, or later in 
the week!*



Focus on this section 
from your English KO 

Design a 10 question quiz to 
test your knowledge of these 
devices – examples:

• “What word means a 
technique where an author 
appeals to the senses?”

• “What is “flexing like the 
lens of a mad eye” an 
example of?”

• “What is a simile?”

Try to vary the types of 
question

Now cover and test yourself. Students could also 
get someone else to test them, or use this 

strategy to test a friend



Quiz time 

1. What word means a technique where an author 
appeals to the senses?

2. What is “flexing like the lens of a mad eye” an example 
of?

3. What is a metaphor?
4. What is “Oh, what a terrible day!” an example of?
5. What word describes a sentence that is a command?



3 revision strategies for better use of 
knowledge organisers:

1. Look, cover, write, check – a quick and easy method 
for testing yourself

2. The bare necessities – Organising and summarising 
information for better recall

3. Quizmaster – to test yourself and others and 
strengthen your memory
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