
LYMM
HIGH SCHOOL

#4

NAME: 



LYMM
HIGH SCHOOL

Why are we using Knowledge Organisers?
Research around memory suggests that “knowledge is sticky”: the more factual knowledge 
you know, the easier it is to learn more in future! But there is a catch: If knowledge is studied 
once, and not revisited or revised, it is not stored in long-term memory. 

To strengthen your memory, and ensure information is stored permanently in your long-term 
memory, it must be revisited frequently. This means that after one lesson, or a single test, the 
knowledge is not fully embedded or learned unless it is studied again. 

This is why your knowledge organiser is an important part of revising the essential 
information you learn in class!

Use of Knowledge Organisers for revision and in class
As part of their home learning, students should be revising what they have learned recently, 
but also content they were taught previously. Therefore, as part of our strategy to ensure 
that knowledge is embedded over time, we have developed knowledge organisers, which 
contain the ‘bedrock knowledge’ necessary in each subject area. A mastery of this knowledge 
will ensure that students can progress comfortably to new units of learning, and can be 
successful in their subjects.

This information will provide the basis of our assessments and exams, and so getting into 
good revision habits with these resources will ensure students feel as prepared as possible.

Teachers may set specific areas of each knowledge organiser as part of homework tasks on 
‘Satchel one’ – formerly ‘Show my Homework’ – however students should be using their 
knowledge organiser for independent revision regularly. 

For mastery of your subjects, remember: 

“Don’t practise until you get it right. Practise until you can’t get it wrong!”

As well as supporting revision at home, this knowledge organiser should be kept in students’ 
bags, and brought to school each day so that it can also be used and referred to in lessons. 

A Knowledge-Rich Curriculum at 
Lymm High School
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How to use your knowledge organiser:
Recommended strategies (don’t just read or highlight – get active!):

• Create mind maps

• Create flash cards

• Write out key points on post-it notes and place somewhere visible so you see and review them regularly

• Write your own quiz questions based on your knowledge organiser – leave until the next morning, next 
day, or next week to see how well you have retained the information

• Get someone else to test you

• Use key vocabulary from your KO in sentences

• Use the formulae, vocabulary lists, facts, processes etc on your KO to help you complete homework 
tasks

• Draw diagrams and flow charts of key information

• Summarise each section into your own words – what are the MOST important facts or details in each 
box?

• “Just a minute” – time yourself for 60 seconds. Can you talk about this topic or explain it to someone else 
without stopping for a whole minute?

• Draw images/symbols to represent the different concepts and vocabulary

• Teach someone else about this topic. Research suggests we retain even more information when we 
teach a topic than when we learn it or revise it.
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Tier 2 Vocabulary – General academic vocabulary for success across all subjects

“The limits of my language are the limits of my world” - Ludwig Wittgenstein

List 1 List 2 List 3
acquire (verb) get final (adj) last primary (adj) First/main 

appropriate (adj) suitable/correct Institute (n) Company/society regulations (n) rules

authority (n) the person in 
charge/expert/power

injury (n) Pain/discomfort resident (n) Person who lives there

acquire (v) get indicate (v) show restricted (adj) Limited/controlled

consistent (adj) same every time journal (n) diary/bulletin/paper significant (adj) important

construct (v) make legislation (n) laws sought (v) Looked for/wanted

consumer (n) customer labour (n) work subsequent (adj) coming after

credit (n/v) (to give) money maintenance (n) Repairs/upkeep traditional (adj) Old fashioned/typical

conduct (v) do/carry out obtain (v) get veritable (adj) real/true

distribution (n) the spread of something perceive (v) Think/believe withstand (v) bear/survive

economic (adj) to do with wealth and 
money

previous (adj) Earlier/before yield (v) Stop/give in

Evaluation (n) review purchase (v) buy zeitgeist (n) what’s currently popular
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Structure and 

form

Definition 

Stanza A ‘verse’ in a poem.

Enjambment A sentence or phrase that runs onto the next line.

Anaphora  When the first word of a stanza is the same across different stanzas.

Juxtaposition Two ideas/ images placed together for contrasting effect. 

Speaker The narrator, or person in the poem.

Refrain A phrase, line or group of lines which is repeated throughout a 

poem.

Quatrain A 4 line stanza of poetry

Rhyming 

Couplet

A rhyming pair of successive lines of verse, typically of the same 

length

Sonnet A poem composed of 14 lines

Dramatic 

Monologue 

A poem in the form of a speech or narrative by an imagined person, 

in which the speaker inadvertently reveals aspects of their 

character while describing a particular situation or series of events

Word class Definition

Verb​ A verb is a word or set of words that shows action (runs, is going, has been 
painting); feeling (loves, envies); or state of being (am, are, is, have been, 
was, seem)..

Adverb​ An adverb labels how, when or where something happens (and they often 
end in ‘–ly’).

Noun​ Nouns are names, places and things; they also signify imagined things like ‘a 
ghost’; and ideas or concepts, such as ‘love’, ‘guilt’ or ‘fate’.

Pronoun​ Words used instead of a noun i.e. ‘he’, ‘she’, ‘they’, ‘it’.

Adjective An adjective is a describing word or phrase that adds qualities to a noun. It 
normally comes before a noun, or after verbs like ‘am’, ‘is’, ‘was’, ‘appears’ 
or ‘seems’.

Preposition Prepositions are short words and phrases that giveinformation about place, 
time and manner

Intensifier​ A word, especially an adverb or adjective, that has littlemeaning itself but is 
used to add emphasis to anotheradjective, verb, or adverb.

Minimiser​ A word that is used to make another adjective, verb or adverb sound lesser.

Key Themes Definition Synonym

Obsession The state of being obsessed with someone or 
something. 

Infatuated, fixated

Jealousy The state or feeling of being jealous. Envious, covetous

Objectification the action of degrading someone to the status 
of an object.

Degrade

Rejection The act of dismissing or refusing love. Refuse, decline, dismiss

Power Having or exerting an influence over someone. Authority, command, 
supremacy

Control The power to influence or direct people's 
behaviour or a relationship

Abuse, exploit, manipulate

Unrequited Love that is one sided, and not reciprocated. Unanswered, unreciprocated

Poetic Techniques Definition 

Symbolism When an object represents an idea that is much deeper and more significant.

Personification Describing an inanimate object as having human feelings.

Metaphor A descriptive technique that names a person, thing or action as something else.

Simile A descriptive technique that compares one thing with another, usually using 'as' or 
'like‘.

Listing When the writer includes several words/ phrases/ ideas, one after the other.

Repetition When a word/ phrase is noticeably repeated throughout a sentence/ paragraph/ 
whole text.

Imagery A technique in which the author appeals to the senses i.e. seeing, hearing, touching.

Conceit A fanciful metaphor, especially a highly elaborate or extended metaphor in which an 
unlikely, far-fetched, or strained comparison is made between two things.

Extended Metaphor A metaphor that is extended throughout a poem.

Semantic Field A set of semantically or thematically linked words.

Alliteration The occurrence of the same letter or sound at the beginning of adjacent or closely 
connected words

Plosive alliteration The alliteration of ‘explosive’ letters: B, D, P, T

Sibilance The alliteration of the letter S to produce a hissing sound.

Pathetic Fallacy The use of weather imagery that reflects the mood of the poem.

Assonance The repetition of the sound of a vowel in adjacent words.
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3. Commodities Fish

Cuts of fish:
Large fish (e.g. cod, coley, haddock) are cut into fillets, steaks or cutlets. 
Small and medium fish (e.g. herrings, mackerel, rainbow trout) are usually 
sold whole and can be filleted by removing the backbone, tail, head and fins. 
Very small fish (e.g. sprats and whitebait) can be fried and eaten whole.

Ways of preserving fish. Salting - If enough salt is used,
then the fish may keep for up to a year.
Smoking - Fish can be smoked using different techniques. Hot smoked fish are 
moist, lightly salted and fully cooked. They can be eaten without further cooking. 
Cold smoked fish are generally saltier in flavour and have less moisture. Cold 
smoking does not cook the fish. It merely adds a smoked flavour. Smoked fish 
and salted fish such as kippers and bloaters should have a firm flesh, shiny skin 
and a good ‘smoky’ smell. Pickling - Pickling fish was originally conceived as a  
way to preserve it. It is a common technique in Scandinavia.
Pickling is now used widely to
add flavour and sharpness. Canning - Produces a moist, flaky product and makes 
the bones edible. Oily fish and shellfish such as tuna, salmon, and prawns can be 
canned in brine, tomato sauce or oil which adds flavour to the fish.
Drying - Fish are laid out to be dried.
Freezing - Packaged in blocks or freeze in water brushing glaze on top.

22
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Organic These are more expensive as hens have to have access to organic land and eat an organic 
diet.

Free Range: The hens are reared in large barns with daytime access to outside runs. There are no 
feeding guidelines (by products and GM foods to increase productivity and profit margins)

Barn: The hens are reared in barns with no outside access. They are provided with perches, 
platforms, nest boxes and litter areas. Areas can be quite crowded with up to 16,000 hens 
in a barn—depends on the keeper.

Caged; This makes up approximately 78% of the market. Hens are crammed into a cage so small 
they can’t stretch their wings. The space they have is about the size of an A4 (this page) 
piece of paper. They cannot follow their natural behavior patterns.
Their bodies suffer through lack of exercise. Birds can lay dead for days before they are 
taken out of the cage. Debeaking, brittle bones, tumors and pecking are common. 

The structure of a hen’s egg
The shell: consists of an outer cuticle (a transparent, protective coating, a true shell and 
inner membranes. The shell is porous (pores are tiny holes), and therefore allows the 
developing chick to obtain oxygen. At one end of  the egg, the membranes separate into an 
air space, to supply the chick with oxygen.
The air space: increases in size as an egg gets older, because water is lost from the egg and 
air is drawn in. The fresher the egg, the smaller the air space. This is why fresh eggs sink in 
water and rotten eggs float.
The yolk: full of goodness (vitamins A, D, E & K) and has a higher concentration of protein 
than the white.
The white: contains riboflavin and other B vitamins and a small trace of fat
The anchors/chalazae: white strands attached to the thick albumen which anchor the yolk in 
the middle of the egg.

Size Weig
ht

SMALL 53g + 
under

MEDIUM 53-63g

LARGE 63-73g

EXTRA 
LARGE

73g+ 
over

Storing eggs
Eggs should be stored in the fridge or a cool place 
away from strong smelling foods. Eggs should be 
stored blunt end upwards. They should be removed 
an hour or so before use, because cold eggs do not 
whisk well.
Eggs stay in good condition if stored correctly for 
two to three weeks. Eggs cannot be frozen whole
but the whites and yolks can be frozen separately in 
containers. Always use eggs by the best before date.
Eggs can be preserved by pickling.

Labelling Eggs

Sizing Eggs

How to grade Eggs
All eggs sold at grocery stores must meet strict standards. Only those of high quality reach the 
consumer. Eggs must be checked for interior quality by candling, a process where eggs are passed over a 
strong light to show the shell and interior.
Grade A: Thick white Round, well centered yolk Small air cell (less than 5mm deep)Clean, un-cracked 
shell with normal shape
Grade B: Mostly used for commercial baking or go to hospitals, restaurants, etc. very few are sold at 
retail stores. Yolk is slightly flattened; white is thinner Shell is un-cracked and may have a rough texture; 
and/or be slightly soiled and stained.
Grade C: The lowest egg grade, these are used in the production of processed egg products only. They 
are not sold in retail stores Yolk is flattened and may be oblong in shape; white is thin and watery. Shell 
may be cracked and/or stained

Functions of eggs
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Cheese can be described as a solid or semi-solid form of milk. It is 
sometimes referred to as a fermented dairy food. It is made from cows’, 

ewes’, goats’ or buffalo milk.

6. Commodities – Dairy 
Produce

24
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Tropical Rainforest – Layers of the rainforest 

- Competition for light causes trees to grow fast, tall and 
straight.

- Buttress roots support the tall trees due to the shallow 
nature of the root system underground. 

- Plants on the forest floor are shade tolerant and able to cope 
in the darker conditions.

- Epiphytes grow high up on the branches of trees to gain 
access to the light.

- Lianas wrap themselves around other trees to gain access to 
light.

- Plants have drip tips and waxy surfaces to allow water to drip 
off, stopping the leaf moulding or snapping with the weight 
of water.

Tropical Rainforest – Animal adaptations

- Jaguars have spotted fur. This camouflages
them in the shaded forest floor.

- Parrots have strong, sharp beaks to help 
them crack open nuts.

- Monkeys have long prehensile tails to 
swing easily through the trees.  

- Poison dart frogs are a bright colour to 
warn predators away.

Rainforests experience high 
rainfall (at least over 2000m a 
year) and steady, warm 
temperatures ( around 28°C)
every day.

Climate graphs show 
Precipitation and 
Temperature. 

Protecting the Amazon

Effects of deforestation

Causes of deforestation (cutting down and removal of trees by humans)

Sustainable Development -Meets the needs of the current population without 
compromising the needs of future generations.
- Afforestation – Plant more trees once you’ve cut some down.

- Selective logging - Only chop down fully grown trees. 

- Education and conservation - WWF (NGO) educate and train conservation workers.

- Ecotourism – Small scale, local guides and food. Environmentally friendly activities. 
Minimises damage to the environment & benefits locals. E.g. Yachana lodge

- International agreements. International Tropical Trade Agreement restricts trade in 
hard woods.

Biomes: A large naturally occurring community of flora (plants) 
and fauna (animals) occupying a major habitat.  

Biome Key Characteristics

Tropical 
Rainforests

•Along equator (Asia, Africa / South America). •6% of 
earth’s surface. •25°C – 30°C and over 250mm rain per 
month. 

Tropical 
Grasslands 
(Savanna)

•Between equator and tropics. •20 – 30°C and between 
500 - 1500 mm of rain per year. •Wet and dry seasons.

Deserts
•Tropics (Sahara and Australia). •Over 30°C and less than 
300 mmm per year rain. •20% of land’s surface. 

Temperate 
Deciduous 
forests

•Higher latitudes (W Europe, N America, New Zealand). •5 
– 20°C and between 500 – 1500 mm rain per year. •4 
distinct seasons. •Lose leaves in the winter to cope with 
the cold. 

Coniferous 
forest (Taiga)

•60°N (Scandinavia / Canada). •Cone bearing evergreen 
trees. •No sunlight for part of the year.

Tundra
•Above 60°N (Arctic Circle). •Less than 10°C and less than 
500mm per year rain. •Cold, icy and dry means 2 month 
growing season. 

Economic development
+Provides jobs for local people
+Boosts local economy
+More taxes are paid to help country 
develop
- Destroys resources in the long term. 
- Livelihoods of locals destroyed e.g. 
Rubber tappers. 
- Mercury from gold mining poisons 
fish. 

Contribution to climate change
- Trees cut down change the water 

cycle and make it drier. 
- Rainforests are the lungs of the 

earth and so when deforested 
there is more carbon dioxide in 
the air and less oxygen. 

- Burning also releases carbon 
dioxide into the air (Greenhouse 
effect).

Soil erosion
- Land left unprotected from heavy 

rain leads to landslides and 
flooding.

- Nutrients are washed away 
decreasing nutrients in the soil. 

Others
- Loss of biodiversity
- Loss of indigenous tribes & 

knowledge
- Conflicts between developers 

and indigenous people.

Cattle ranching
Responsible for 63% of Amazon deforestation. Clear trees to 
provide space for cattle to graze.  Need to move regularly due to 
lack of nutrients in soil.

Commercial farming
Farming crops such as Soy or Palm plantations for palm oil. Palm 
Oil plantations are the biggest cause of deforestation in 
Indonesia. 

Logging
The business of cutting down trees and transporting the logs to 
sawmills. Hard woods like Teak and Mahogany are worth the 
most.

Mining The removal of minerals from underground e.g. Gold, iron ore

Subsistence farming
A type of agriculture producing food and materials for the benefit 
only of the farmer and his family or community. Small scale, often 
slash and burn.

Dams
Dams have been built and large areas of rainforest destroyed by 
flooding to provide hydro-electric power (HEP). 90% of Brazils 
energy created by HEP.

Roads
The 4000km long Trans Amazonia Highway built 1970s. Opened 
up rainforest, but allowed loggers in.

Tropical rainforests are located along or close to the equator. The lie 
between the Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn. The largest is the Amazon in 
South America.

Emergent layer
Tallest trees – over 40m. Lots of sunlight here. 
Eagles, Monkeys, Bats

Canopy
Primary layer of forest. 30-45m.  Lots of leaf cover 
creating dense canopy, blocking sun from lower 
layers. Food is abundant for animals here e.g. 
birds, monkeys, sloths, snakes, frogs. 

Understory
Low light conditions. Plants grow large leaves. 
Rarely grow taller than 4m. Birds, butterflies, 
frogs, snakes and insects. 

Shrub layer/Forest floor
Very little light, so very few plants grow. Ground 
is covered with fallen leaves and rotting branches. 
Jaguars, Leopards, Tigers, Gorillas and insects. 

Tropical Rainforest – Plant adaptations

Rainforest Climate

Managing Rainforests Sustainably

Distribution of Biomes

Year 8 - Rainforests
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Apple iPhone example of Globalisation: 

Designed Designed in SILICON VALLEY California

Assembled All components put together in China. 

Gyroscope This part allows your to change the 
display from vertical to horizontal and 
is made in Europe. 

Minerals used 
in lots of the 
components

E.g. Coltan and cobalt come from 
areas all over the world, including 
China. 

Memory 
cards

Come from Korea and Taiwan

TNC’s

Transnational corporations
TNCs or multinational corporations (MNCs) are companies that operate 
in more than one country. They often have factories in countries that 
are not as economically developed because labour is cheaper. Offices 
and headquarters tend to be located in the more developed world. 
Unilever, McDonalds and Apple are all examples of TNCs.

Advantages Disadvantages

• Creation of jobs
• Stable income and 

more reliable than 
farming

• Improved education 
and skills

• Investment in infra-
structure, e.g. new 
roads - helps locals as 
well as the TNC

• A better developed 
economic base for 
the country

• Fewer workers employed, considering 
the scale of investment

• Poorer working conditions
• Damage to the environment by 

ignoring local laws
• Profits going to companies overseas 

rather than locals
• Little reinvestment in the local area
• Factories are often footloose and jobs 

insecure. If labour costs increase, the 
company may move elsewhere

• natural resources being over-
exploited

Key terms 

Globalisation Globalisation is how the world is becoming 
interconnected and countries are becoming more 
interdependent.

Interdependent- When 2 countries are dependent on 
one another

HIC :  High Income Country (rich)
NEE : Newly Emerging Economies e.g. India/China.
LIC : Low Income Country (poor)

Standard of living : the economic level of a person’s 
daily life.

Quality of life :is a social measure of well being e.g. Life 
expectancy or Literacy Rates.

TNC- Tran's national corporation- TNCs or multinational 
corporations (MNCs) are companies that operate in 
more than one country

Fast fashion – Cheap clothing produced rapidly by mass-
market retailers in response to the latest trends

Winners of the Fashion 
industry

Losers of the fashion industry

Fashion shops/labels E.g., Nike
Charge high amounts for their 
products, but pay workers in LIC’s 
small amounts of money which gives 
them big profits. 

Cotton Farmers
Work long hours, 6 days a week. Earn 
7.5p an hour. Work in harsh, hot 
conditions. Suffer from heat exhaustion, 
allergies and respiratory problems. 

Sports people
Get paid a lot of money to wear 
branded clothes. E.g. Ronaldo signed 
a $1billion lifetime contract. 

Factory workers
Earn $1.25 per hour, not enough to have 
a decent QOL. Living conditions are 
poor, housing is basic, lacks sanitation. 
Children often cant go to school as 
workers cant afford it. 

Consumers
Get products easily which are well 
made. Fast fashion allows consumers 
to keep up with the trends in a cheap 
manner. 

Consumers
Paying a lot for products which didn’t 
cost much to make, and have been 
made in sweatshops. 

Phil Knight (Ex CEO of Nike)
Worth $44 billion. 26th Richest man in 
the world

Nike T shirt chain of production

The chain of production is the journey a t-shirt takes from plant to 
your house

1.) Nike designs T-shirt in Nike world HQ in Oregon USA
2.) Farmers grow cotton in India, perfect location due to climatic 
conditions
3.) Cotton sent to mill to be woven into cloth (India)
4.) Cloth sent to factory in Indonesia to be made into T-shirt (labels 
added). These are often sweatshops with long working hours and 
poor working conditions
5.) Transported across ocean in container ship, all over the world
6.) Taken to shops to be put on sale in the places such as the UK
7.) Bought by consumer

Nike in Indonesia

The Nike world HQ is located in Oregon, USA. Nike operates in more 
than 160 countries. It has nearly 1 million employees worldwide. 
Many of the factories are located in the Indonesian capital of Jakarta.

Why has globalisation increased? 

• Improved transport
• Invention of the internet
• Countries becoming more developed
• Increase in large companies

Nike Cotton Farmers in India

Cotton is the most important of natural fibres, accounting for almost 
half of all textile in the world. Cotton is a plant which is grown in more 
than 80 countries around the world. Nike gets its cotton from India.

Most cotton farmers in India live in poverty. The cotton farmers life 
revolves around the price they can sell their cotton. When cotton 
prices are low, then they struggle, when it is high, they do slightly 
better. Worldwide cotton prices are going down as more and more 
countries are starting to produce it. Also, less cotton is being grown 
by farmers due to climate change. 

Positives Negatives
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Factory workers have a job.
Workers in the Nike HQ and 
sports people get paid very 
well. 

$1.25 an hour is not seen as 
enough money to maintain a 
good QOL.
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) Provides jobs therefore 
reduced unemployment in 
many LIC countries. 
Nike improves infrastructure, 
so local towns benefit.

Living conditions of workers are 
poor, housing is basic, lacks 
sanitation. Children often cant 
go to school as workers cant 
afford it. 
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Nikes HQ is well looked after.
Nike burn left over shoe rubber 
releasing toxic fumes which 
harms peoples QOL as children 
get lung diseases. 32
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What does justice look like?
Year 8 Topic 1 - Religion, Philosophy & Ethics 

Key Terms Definition

Justice is the upholding of what is fair and right 

Capital Punishment the death penalty for a crime or offence

Shari’ah Law Sharia means ‘straight path’. This  is the law of Islam which sets out a code for how to live. It 
is based on the Qur’an and Prophet Mohammad’s practice (recorded in the Sunnah)

Stewardship is caring for the environment for the benefit of future generations

Quality of Life is the standard of health, comfort and happiness a person has 

Zakat is the Islamic (Muslim) duty to give a minimum of 2.5% of their wealth each year, to charity. 
This is the second pillar of Islam

Less Economically
Developed Country

are countries where people are paid a low-income and don’t have the opportunities or 
infrastructure wealthier countries have

Wealth and Poverty
Causes of poverty are more common is less economically developed countries (LEDCs = 
countries where people are paid a low-income and don’t have the opportunities we do). 9.2% 
of the world (almost 700 million people) live in extreme poverty, on less than £1.50 a day, 
without enough to eat. 1 in 3 people in the world don’t have access to safe drinking water. 
Causes…

- Wars – common in LEDCs & they destroy crops, hospitals, homes & schools leading to 
poverty
- Unfair trade – people not paid enough in poorer 
countries so rich countries make all the profits
- Illness – common in LEDCs, people too ill to 
work so no money to live off or get healthcare
- Lack of Education – in LEDCs fewer children are educated so less chance of getting out of 
poverty

Religious charities such as CAFOD (Catholic Agency for Overseas Development) are trying to 
reduce poverty through…
Long-term plans to help people become self-supporting e.g., CAFOD has set up a scheme in 
Brazil to help homeless children get an education & skills to earn a living. 
Disaster & Emergency aid includes sending food, water, shelter & medicine e.g. to refugees 
fleeing Ukraine
Raising Awareness, 5% of CAFOD budget spent on educating people in Churches & school 
etc., about ending poverty
Speaking out for people too poor to fight for their rights

“An eye for an eye” 
Exodus (Bible)

“Forgive seventy times seven” 
Mathew 18 (Bible)

“whoever believes in Allah and 
the last day should not hurt his 

neighbor” (Qur’an)

“I believe in justice and truth, 
without which there would be 
no basis for human hope” 14th

Dalai Lama (Buddhist)

Stewardship
Stewardship is caring for the environment for future generations. 
People can look after the environment by; recycling to reduce waste, using 
public transport to reduce CO2 emissions that pollute our air, campaign for 
more renewable energy use (e.g. wind energy) to prevent global warming from 
worsening. This is important because of 50% of all natural disasters between 
1970 and 2019 have been caused by climate change, so preventing global 
warming will save lives. 

Jews, Muslims and Christians all believe God created the earth and gave it to 
humans as a gift to look after (“have dominion over the land” as written in 
Genesis). They believe it is therefore their duty to look after it and doing so is a 
way of showing love and respect to God as well as their neighbor.

Humanists do not believe in God but believe stewardship is important…
• Quality of life and happiness are important and we can improve them by 

protecting our environment 
• It makes sense, for the protection of the human race, to preserve our 

environment and not waste resources
• We may use methods such as population control to stop people having too 

many babies in a world that already has too many lives destroying the 
planet

Some atheists may believe it isn’t our duty to look after the environment but 
instead the government and large organisations who do the most damage. 
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Law & Punishment
In the UK, law is made by parliament and crimes are judged in courts of law. Punishments are given to those who fail to follow the law. Although the UK laws were 
once based on Christian teachings, parliament doesn’t base decisions on religion anymore. However, in other countries laws and punishments may be based on 
religious instructions. 
In Islamic countries punishments are based on Shari’ah Law (from the Qur’an). These laws are often considered too strict by modern standards e.g. the punishment 
for stealing is having one’s hand cut off. 

Aims of Punishment
Punishments are important for; keeping peace in society, preventing crimes and giving offenders a chance to change their behaviour and make up for their crimes. 
The intention behind the punishment is it’s aim….
• Retribution is often considered as revenge based on the belief that those who have caused suffering should suffer. It is when a punishment is in proportion to 

the crime e.g. “an eye for an eye” Exodus
• Deterrence is a punishment that puts people of future crimes. For example, Shari’ah Law regarding stealing is to have your hand cut off, this is disproportionate 

to the crime and will deter it from happening. 
• Reform involves educating criminals so they don’t want to or have to turn to crime again. Many religious people believe this is the most loving form of 

punishment and thus should be given. 

Why is justice important to Christians?
The Bible says “hold fast to love and justice” Hosea 12
Christians believe they will have eternal judgement based on their actions (Parable of 
the Rich Man & Lazarus). 

Why is justice important in Islam?
The Qur’an says “be persistently standing firm in justice” Surah 4
Muslims believe they will be judged in the afterlife based on their 
actions as it is written in the Qur’an. 

Why is justice important in to Buddhists?
Buddhist believe in karma which means their actions impact if their future life or lives 
will be happy or full of suffering. 
Buddhists believe that we should be compassionate and help someone reform their life 
when they have misused their freewill and causes dukkha (suffering). 

Why is justice important to Humanists?
Humanists do not believe in God, judgement or karma. But, the UK 
Humanist Association believes we can find happiness in this life by 
helping others do the same – one way to do this is base our decisions 
on empathy and  to seek justice for all. 

Death Penalty (Capital Punishment)
Abolished in the UK in 1970 but still happens across the world. 

Argument for DP
Christian view… 
- The Old Testament Bible states “an eye for an eye” 
Muslim view…
- The Qur’an states that, if clearly proven, then the DP can be used to punish 

murder, adultery and apostasy (someone working against Islam).
- Muhammed himself sentenced people to death.  
Secular (non-religious) view…
- DP may be a deterrent to prevent serious crimes
- Murderers are a threat to society

Arguments against DP
Christian view… 
- Instead of “an eye for an eye” Jesus said “turn the other cheek” and 

“forgive 70x7”
Muslim view…
- Prophet Muhammed said “whoever believes in Allah and the last day should 
not hurt his neighbor” (Qur’an)
Secular (non-religious) view…
- Countries without DP have lower murder rates
- DP can’t be reversed, what if judge was wrong
- Executed terrorists become martyrs inspiring others to do the same
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Why does evil exist? 
Year 8 Topic 2 - Religion, Philosophy & Ethics

Key Terms Definition

Moral Evil Suffering caused by mankind e.g. murder.

Natural Evil Suffering caused by nature is e.g. suffering caused by earthquakes.

The Problem of 
Evil

The idea that if God existed then there would be no evil in the world. 
God’s characteristics do not fit with a world with evil in it.

Evidential 
Problem of Evil

Hume’s argument that the evidence of evil in the world is so great that it 
cannot be explained away, it proves God does not exist. 

Inconsistent Triad The argument which shows God, cannot be both omnipotent (all-
powerful) and omnibenevolent (all-loving) while evil exists – this 
undermines God’s existence. 

Free Will The power of acting freely without force. 

Theodicy An explanation for why God would allow evil in the world. 

A wise man proportions his belief to the evidence’ 
David Hume (Atheist)

‘God is omnipotent: God is wholly good, and yet evil 
exists. There must be some contradiction between 

these three propositions’ John Mackie (Atheist)

“the world is seen, instead, as a place of soul making” 
John Hick (Christian)

“Why should I respect a capricious… God that creates 
a world that is so full of injustice and pain?” Stephen 

Fry (Humanist)

The Problem of Evil : John Mackie & David Hume

• Natural evil is suffering caused by nature e.g. homes destroyed by an earthquake 
• Moral evil is suffering caused by mankind e.g. murder

The problem of evil is the idea that if God existed then there should be no evil in the world. God is meant to be all loving (benevolent) but He created a world and 
allowed evil to exist. He is meant to be all-powerful, yet He does not stop evil from happening and He is meant to be all-knowing yet he created the world knowing there 
would be evil and suffering in it. 

David Hume (Scottish philosopher from 18th Century) does not believe in God. He believed that if God was all powerful, all knowing and all loving then there wouldn’t 
be evil in the world therefore either God doesn’t exist or He isn’t worthy of worship – this he called the ‘inconsistent triad’. He criticised the nature of God in two 
arguments…
• Evidential Existence: Hume uses the analogy of a falling down house to show how religious people react to the flaws in the world. Leaking roof – that’s to stop fires! 

No door – that’s to let in fresh air! Religious people do the same, they see the vast amount of evil in the world and try to explain it away – it doesn’t make sense, the 
amount of evidence for evil outweighs the ‘excuses. 

• Prior Probability: Hume asks the question ‘If a stranger came to our planet – would they think it was a good design?’ he suggests that as per prior probability if a 
stranger (he doesn’t use the term alien but it’s the same premise) came to our world they would easily conclude that the world is a poor design – therefore 
questioning the power and nature of God 

Mackie, an Australian philosopher and contemporary of Hume, agreed with the inconsistent triad and went on to suggest God cannot exist because… 
• We don’t need evil to appreciate good as good and evil are not truly opposite. Even if we did we 
don’t need as much suffering as we have in the world. 
• The purpose of suffering cannot be to help us become better people because God could make us perfect if he wanted to

Humanists do not believe in God but place great importance on human life, when considering evil and suffering, they do not believe it is a punishment or a test because 
they do not believe in God. Evil is caused by humans and nature along. 

Hume 
(1711 – 1776) 
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Free Will Theodicy 

The ‘free will defense’ is the idea that God is not the cause of evil and suffering but it is the result of 
human freewill. 

Christianity
• St Augustine,  5th century Christian philosopher, believed that humans have been given complete free 

will as a gift from God and it is such freewill that leads to suffering. Because the Bible says everything 
God created is “good” and because God is wholly good, God could not create evil. Evil is a privation (a 
lack of) good when mankind steps away from God.

• Augustine went on to explain that natural evil is caused by humans too; Adam and Eve were told not to 
eat the apple but they did and this first (original) sin means humans rejected God and cannot live in the 
Garden of Eden so live in an world they have corrupted with sin. 

Islam
• Consequences of the misuse of freewill include being judged by God and spending eternity in hell. 

However evil and suffering can help prepare us for the afterlife and enable us to become better 
people, according to Christianity. 

Soul Making Theodicy 

St Irenaeus argued that evil exists due to the deliberate action of God who wanted his creation to develop 
the qualities that would make them spiritually perfect. 

He pointed out that the Bible (Genesis 1) says God created the world and “it was good”; he suggests that the 
quote God created the world with room for improvement. 

St Ireneaus believes that mankind needs evil in the world in order to become moral because it through evil 
and suffering we can grow. God remains at an epistemic distance from us, this means he doesn’t intervene 
when we suffer but allows us to grow by facing moral and natural evil. 

John Hick, a more recent philosopher, supported this idea when he stated “the world is seen, instead, as a 
place of soul making”. By experiencing suffering and overcoming it, keeping our faith and learning from it we 
can become children of God. 

Criticism - if our actions are predetermined 
by a God, then humans cannot be held 
responsible for their actions. Similarly, if God 
knows humans cause suffering and doesn’t 
stop it He cannot be all-loving. 

St Irenaeus
(130 – 202 AD)

Augustine of 
Hippo (354-430)

Criticism - this theodicy 
doesn’t explain why some 
humans suffer more than 
others. 
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