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Lymm High School 
SEND Support Guide 
At Lymm High School, our intention 
for students with Special 
Educational Needs and/or 
Disabilities (SEND) is to ensure that 
all children receive a high-quality 
and ambitious education, regardless 
of their needs or disability. This is 
underpinned by our culture of high 
expectations and rigour, ensuring 
that our broad and balanced 
curriculum is open to all, with no 
denial of knowledge. 

We uphold the principle that every teacher, is a 
teacher of SEND. We expect all staff to have read 
Pupil Passports and support the application of our 
Quality First Teaching strategies to ensure individual 
needs are met. 

Students with SEND are offered a broad and balanced 
curriculum with traditional subjects offering academic 
challenge and rigor. We provide flexibility within this, 
for individual students, by delivering a range of 
quality, timetabled interventions that cover the four 
broad areas of need.  

This guide has been created to help provide support 
to the families of pupils with suspected or diagnosed 
special educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND). 
This guide is not designed to be comprehensive, but it 
provides helpful resources, signposting and advice for 
anyone wanting more information about the support 
provided by both school and the ‘local offer’ provided 
via the Local Authority.  

Contact Details: 
If you are concerned about your child’s suspected, or diagnosed SEND, you may find it helpful to 
contact the following staff:  
 
SENDCo – Miss Katie Yates 
Assistant SENDCo – Mrs Karen Neal 
Lead Teaching Assistant for KS3 – Mrs Charlotte France 
Lead Teaching Assistant for KS4 and KS5 – Miss Kyra Baird 
All staff can be contacted via the central inbox: send@lymmhigh.org.uk 
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What is SEND? 
A child of compulsory school age or a young 
person has a learning difficulty or disability if he 
or she: 
Has a significantly greater difficulty in learning 
than the majority of others of the same age, or 

Has a disability which prevents or hinders him or 
her from making use of facilities of a kind 
generally provided for others of the same age in 

mainstream schools or mainstream post-16 
institutions.  

(DfE, 2015) 

Some children with SEN will require additional or 
different provision as a result of their thinking, 
understanding, physical or sensory needs, speech 
language and communication needs, or emotional 
and behavioural difficulties.  

Communication 
and Interaction 

Children identified with Speech, Language and 
Communication Needs (SCLN) may display 
difficulties in communicating with others, saying 
what they want to do, understanding what is 
being said, or being unable to interpret social 
rules of communication. They may have 
challenges with one, some or all different aspects 
of SLCN at different times in their lives. Children 
who are identified with autism are likely to 
present with specific difficulties with social 
interaction and language, communication, and 
imagination, which can impact on how they 
relate to others.  (The SENDCo Handbook, 
Leading Provision and Practice., Sarah Martin-
Denham & Steve Watts, Sage, London, 2019) 

Cognition 
and Learning: 

“This category includes general learning 
difficulties and disabilities which impact on 
learning across the curriculum, such as Moderate 
Learning Difficulties (MLD), Severe Learning 
Difficulties (SLD) or Profound and Multiple 
Learning Difficulties (PMLD), where children are 
likely to have severe and complex learning 
challenges as well as a physical disability or 
sensory needs. This area also includes specific 
learning difficulties (SpLD), also known as children 
who are neurodiverse, who encounter more 
specific difficulties with aspects of learning such 
as literacy (Dyslexia), numeracy (Dyscalculia) or 
motor coordination (Developmental Coordination 
Disorder – DCD)” (The SENDCo Handbook, 
Leading Provision and Practice., Sarah Martin-
Denham & Steve Watts, Sage, London, 2019) 

There are four broad areas of SEND: 

1 2 
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Social, Emotional and 
Mental Health Needs 

This category represents a radical change in SEND 
policy as it acknowledges mental health needs as 
a SEN for the first time. The Code (DfE, 2015a) 
explains that children may experience a wide 
range of social, emotional and mental health 
difficulties throughout their childhood and 
adolescence which can manifest in different 
ways. This may include becoming withdrawn or 
isolated, as well as displaying challenging, 
disruptive or disturbing behaviour. These 
behaviours may reflect underlying mental health 
difficulties, such as anxiety, depression, self-
harming, substance misuse, eating disorders or 
physical symptoms that are medically 
unexplained. Other needs that fall under the 
broad area of SEMH may include Attention Deficit 
Disorder, Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder 
and Obsessive-Compulsive Disorder. (The SENDCo 
Handbook, Leading Provision and Practice., Sarah 
Martin-Denham & Steve Watts, Sage, London, 
2019) 

Sensory and/or 
physical needs 

In this broad area of need, children are identified 
with a disability which prevents or hinders them 
from making use of the educational facilities. The 
Code (DfE, 2015a) explains that these difficulties 
are often age-related and can fluctuate over time. 
Many children with a Visual Impairment (VI), a 
Hearing Impairment (HI), or a Multi-Sensory 
Impairment (MSI) will require specialist support 
and/or equipment to access their learning. 
Children identified with a Physical Disability often 
require additional ongoing support and 
equipment to access all of the opportunities 
available to their peers. (The SENDCo Handbook, 
Leading Provision and Practice., Sarah Martin-
Denham & Steve Watts, Sage, London, 2019) 

3 4 
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“6.37 High quality teaching, differentiated for 
individual pupils, is the first step in responding to 
pupils who have or may have SEN. Additional 
intervention and support cannot compensate for 
a lack of good quality teaching.” 
 
This is explained in the Special Educational 
Needs and and Disability (SEND) Code of 
Practice, on pages 25 and 99. 
 
 

Lymm High School have a streamlined approach 
to supporting pupils through Quality First 
Teaching (QFT).  Our intention for students with 
SEND is to ensure that all children receive a high-
quality and ambitious education, regardless of 
their needs or disability.  
 
We expect all staff to have read pupil passports 
and support the application of our QFT 
strategies to ensure individual needs are met.  

How do teachers at 
Lymm High School 
support pupils with 
SEND through Quality 
First teaching? 

If your child is identified as one who requires support that is different from, and 
additional to, the QFT strategies outlined opposite, then they will have a Pupil Passport 
prepared for them. This passport contains specific, targeted intervention and support 
strategies. This passport will be reviewed on a termly basis to ensure that it accurately 
reflects the needs of the pupil.  

 7 
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Interventions on offer 
at Lymm High School 
Lymm High School follows a waved approach to 
SEND support.  

Students with SEND can benefit from a wide 
range of interventions, according to their 
individual needs.  

Examples of out-of-class interventions 
currently delivered are: 

• Teaching Assistant Support 
• Lexia Literacy 
• Read, Write Inc Fresh Start 
• IDL Cloud 
• Accelerated Maths 
• 123 Maths 
• Talkabout – Social Skills Groups  
• Speech and Language Groups and/or 1:1 

sessions  
• Catch Up Literacy  
• Anger Management Programmes  
• Handwriting support  
• Dyslexia/literacy support groups  
• English and Maths Booster Groups  
• Inclusion Hub Support 
• Physiotherapy programmes  
• Counselling  
• Animal Assisted Therapy  
• Allotment Group for Social Skills 
• Pastoral Mentoring  

 11 

Neurodiversity 

Source: Teaching for Neurodiversity: A guide to specific learning difficulties funded by the DfE (2018) 

P16-A_Guide_to_SpLD_copy_2.pdf (dyspraxiafoundation.org.uk) 
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Not all dyslexic children are affected in the same way. Some may have mild problems, whilst others will 
have more profound difficulties across more than one area.  

Dyslexia 

• In general, a learner who has a cluster of 
the following may be dyslexic:  

• Difficulty with learning to read and/or 
write despite intervention;  

• Slow speed of processing spoken and/or 
written language;  

• Poor word retrieval;  
• Poor concentration/ easily distracted;  
• Difficulty learning the days of week and 

months of the year;  

• Difficulty telling the time and with aspects 
of time, such as yesterday and tomorrow;  

• Poor time keeping; 
• Poor personal organisation;  
• Left/right confusion;  
• Employing avoidance tactics, such as 

sharpening a pencil or looking for books;  
• Acts as the class clown. 

If you suspect your child may have dyslexia, please contact send@lymmhigh.org.uk. We are unable to 
provide a formal diagnosis, but, we can do an in-house screening that will highlight a probability of 
dyslexia.  

You will be asked questions that will help us to understand your child's needs better. If necessary, your 
child will do a computer-based assessment that will take approximately 1 hour to complete. You will 
receive the results soon after. As a dyslexia friendly school, we may offer your child: 

• Log ons for IDL and other literacy-based 
learning programmes (all accessible at 
home):  

• Extra time in assessments and exams;  

• A reading pen to use in lessons;  
• Signposting information in our dyslexia 

specific guide, with information about 
useful apps and websites to support 

In addition, it is important to note we print all of our resources in school on buff paper. This is to ensure 
that all students who have dyslexia, and visual processing difficulties, are not disadvantaged when it 
comes to reading in their lessons.  
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How we support 
Students with dyslexia 

https://cdn.bdadyslexia.org.uk/
uploads/documents/BDA-Style-
Guide-2022.pdf?v=1666017053 

www.patoss-dyslexia.org 

A website containing useful 
checklists, information and 
resources pertaining to 
dyslexia.  

Google Drive: If you go to ‘tools’ in a document, there is a ‘voice 
typing’ facility. This is free and easy to use.  

For further Information: 
http://www.bdadyslexia.org.uk/educator/bda-services-educators  
http://www.dyslexiaaction.org.uk/ 
http://www.thedyslexia-spldtrust.org.uk  
https://www.helenarkell.org.uk/  
http://www.irlensyndrome.org/toolkits-for-parents-and-educators/ 

www.callscotland.org.uk  
This website includes a ‘wheel 
of apps’ for children with 
dyslexia, reading and writing 
difficulties; produced in 2017, it 
is the 6th version.  
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ADHD is a lifelong condition characterised by 
inattentiveness, hyperactivity and impulsivity. 
People with ADHD tend to find it difficult to 
maintain focus and are hyperactive (always on the 
go). They may exhibit unwanted or inappropriate 
behaviour, seem inattentive, and act on impulse. 

In order to be identified as ADHD, the behaviours 
should be present in at least two environments 
(e.g. home and school) and should have been 
present before the age of 12 years. ADHD can 
exist in isolation but is commonly seen co-
occurring with one or more SpLD.  

Attention Deficit 
Hyperactivity Disorder (ADHD) 

Inatentiveness: 
• having a short attention span and being 

easily distracted;  
• making careless mistakes;  
• appearing to be unable to listen to or carry 

out instructions; 
• constantly changing activity or task;  
• issues with organisation. 

Hyperactivity and 
impulsiveness: 
• being unable to sit still, especially in calm or 

quiet surroundings;  
• constantly fidgeting; 
• lack of concentration;  
• excessive physical movement; 
• constant chattering;  
• butting in/interrupting conversation/not 

able to take turns; 
• acting impulsively;  
• little or no sense of danger i.e. consistent 

risk taking behaviour. 
• issues with organisation. 

Support/Resources 
www.adhdfoundation.org.uk  

ADHD_FOUND_Takeda_KidsBooklet_May22_2.pdf (adhdfoundation.org.uk)  

There are three presentations of ADHD: 

inattentive presentation 
(sometimes referred to as ADD) 

hyperactive-impulsive 
presentation 

combined presentation, 
which is the most 

severe 
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Autism is a spectrum. This means everybody with autism is different. 

Some autistic people need little or no support. Others may need help from a parent or carer every day. 

Autistic people may: 

How we support 
Students with Autism 

Ambitious about Autism 

For autistic children and young people, their 
parents and carers. 

Call:    020 8815 5444 
E-mail:   info@ambitiousaboutautism.org.uk 
Website:  www.ambitiousaboutautism.org.uk 

Autism 

• find it hard to communicate and interact 
with other people 

• find it hard to understand how other people 
think or feel 

• find things like bright lights or loud noises 
overwhelming, stressful or uncomfortable 

• get anxious or upset about unfamiliar 
situations and social events 

• take longer to understand information 

• do or think the same things over and over 

National Autistic Society 

Resource for ADHD and 
autism referrals  

My Life Warrington 
Children and Young People's 
Neurodevelopmental Pathway | My 
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How can you refer 
your child? 
If you suspect that your child has undiagnosed neurodiversity e.g. ADHD, ASD, ADD, please contact 
send@lymmhigh.org.uk where you will be asked some more questions to clarify your child's needs.  

The first stage is to gather evidence of your child's needs and to get an understanding of how their needs 
are impacting them at home and in school.  

Where needed, we will ask you to complete some additional screening questions, in order to put in place 
relevant interventions to support your child. Part of the referral process involves outlining what has 
already been done to manage your child's difficulties. So, as part of this, we ask both parents and school 
staff to follow a graduated approach and to put in place support strategies over a period of time. The 
benefits are twofold: they provide you with strategies to support your child effectively at home, and they 
can also highlight the need for further support from the ADHD or ASD team of specialist nurses.  In some 
cases, a referral is not necessary as children are able to manage their needs in school.  

For referrals for ADHD and ASD, the CDC also request that parents have accessed support via Addvanced 
Solutions.  Their local offer can be found here: For Families in Warrington | What we offer | ADDvanced 
Solutions  (https://www.addvancedsolutions.co.uk/our-offers/our-offer-in-warrington.html) 

If there is enough evidence to support a referal, then all referrals are made via the Child Development 
Centre in Warrington, Children’s Community Paediatric Medical Services (Doctors & Consultants) – 
Warrington – Bridgewater Community Healthcare NHS Foundation Trust (https://bridgewater.nhs.uk/
warrington/paediatriccommunitymedicalservices/) (Note: for children living in other local authorities, the 
referral system is unique to that authority).  
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Visual Processing 
Difficulties  
The Orthoptic Visual Processing Difficulties (VPD) 
Clinic is a clinic run by Orthoptists to help children 
with eye problems related to or contributing to a 
reading or learning difficulty. 
Visual Processing is the way the brain makes sense 
of visual information. 
 
An Orthoptist is an eye specialist who is trained to 
diagnose and to treat eye movement disorders in 
adults and children and to help children with poor 
vision. 
 
In the Orthoptic Visual Processing Difficulties 
clinic, they look at problems such as eye 
movements during reading and other vision 
related problems such as visual perception 
difficulties. 
 

The purpose of the service is to identify and 
correct visual difficulties that will in some way 
contribute to a child having a reading or general 
learning difficulty. 

https://whh.nhs.uk/services/orthoptics/orthoptic-
visual-processing-difficulties-clinic 
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Sensory Support - 
Hearing Impairment 
The Hearing Impairment Team in the Sensory 
Support Service supports children and young 
people who are deaf or have a hearing 
impairment. 

The team also provides support to parents/carers 
and the school/settings. 

The type and level of support depends on the 
severity of the child’s deafness and includes: 

• Personalised, practical and emotional 
support to families on how to help their 
child learn and develop. 

• Supporting families and educational settings 
to understand the implications of a hearing 
loss on a child’s language development. 

• Specialist assessments of need including 
hearing tests and speech tests. 

• Testing of audiological equipment, eg. 
hearing aids and microphone transmitters. 

• Direct teaching in schools and settings. 
• Training and advice to staff in schools and 

settings. 
The team may become involved with a child from 
birth and the amount and type of support depends 
on the child’s needs. 

https://www.mylifewarrington.co.uk/kb5/
warrington/directory/advice.page?
id=F93ThH4loAg&&localofferchannel=0 

https://bridgewater.nhs.uk/warrington/
childrensaudiology/ 

https://dsnonline.co.uk 

https://bridgewater.nhs.uk/warrington/
paediatricspeechandlanguagetherapy/ 
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Sensory Support - 
Vision Impairment 
The Visual Impairment Team in the Sensory 
Support Service team supports children and young 
people who have a visual impairment. The team 
also provides support to parents / carers and the 
schools/settings. The type and level of support 
depends on the severity of the child’s visual 
impairment and includes: 

• practical, and emotional, support to families 
on how to help their child learn and develop 

• specialist assessments of need 

• direct teaching in schools and settings 

• advice to staff in schools and settings 

• training for staff in schools and settings 

• mobility training for children and young 
people 
 
 
 

 
 

• modification of materials and resources for 
schools 

• a parent/toddler group, See Urchins, for pre 
school children with a visual impairment and 
their parents/carers. Sessions are also 
available for the See Urchins group in the 
hydro pool at the special school. 

 The team may become involved with a child from 
birth and they may remain involved with a child/ 
young person until they are 19 (25 for young 
people with complex needs). The amount and type 
of support depends on the severity of the child’s 
impairment. 

Who to contact 
Contact Name:  Teresa Dumencic 
Telephone:   01925 442917 
Email:     tdumenc@warrington.gov.uk 
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Speech and Language 
Therapy Service 
What the Speech and Language 
Therapy service does 
Our aim is to provide a high quality speech and 
language therapy service to children and young 
people with speech, language and communication 
difficulties and/or eating and drinking difficulties in 
the Warrington area. 

This service is delivered by a specialist team of 
staff in partnership with all those working with the 
child/ young person. 

The focus is on supporting children and young 
people to maximise their ability to communicate 
and participate in education, at home and in their 
community.  The aim of the services is to support 
children and young people to reach their full 
potential and the child/young person and/or their 
parents/carers will be able to confidently manage 
their communication. 

This service also has an impact on children/young 
people’s social interactions, emotional and 
educational development. 

 

 

How to use the service 
We have an open referral system: anyone can 
refer to the speech and language therapy service 
including parents/carers. Parents/carers must give 
consent if a referral is being made. 

The service referral form must be used.  It includes 
referral information, consent and age specific 
criteria. 

The referral form is available on our website 
referrals page or by contacting our office on 01925 
946686. 

All referrals are considered by experienced speech 
and language therapy staff before being accepted 
for assessment. 

Any referral that cannot be accepted is sent back 
to the referrer with an explanation or requesting 
additional information so that the referral can be 
reconsidered. 

The referral form has specific criteria for different 
age ranges. 

Children, young people and their families can 
access expert knowledge in the following aspects 
of communication: 
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The Local Offer in 
Warrington 

https://www.addvancedsolutions.co.uk/uploads/media/files/newsletters-
warrington/Warrington%20Whats%20On%20Newsletter%20Autumn%202.pdf 

Warrington's Local Offer | Ask Ollie (mylifewarrington.co.uk)  
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Support for pupils with 
physical disabilities  
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Education, Health 
and Care Plans 
6.63 …Where, despite the school having taken 
relevant and purposeful action to identify, assess 
and meet the SEN of the child or young person, 
the child or young person has not made expected 
progress, the school or parents should consider 
requesting an Education, Health and Care Needs 
assessment. To inform its decision, the local 
authority will expect to see evidence of the action 
taken by the school as part of SEN support.  

An Education, Health and Care plan (“EHC plan”) 
is a legal document which describes a child or 
young person’s special educational needs, the 
support they need, and the outcomes they would 
like to achieve. 

The special educational provision described in an 
EHC plan must be provided by the child or young 
person’s local authority (“LA”). This means an EHC 
plan can give a child or young person extra 
educational support. It can also give parents and 
young people more choice about which school or 
other setting the child or young person can attend. 

An EHC plan can only be issued after a child or 
young person has gone through the process of 
an Education, Health and Care needs assessment. 

 

Source: IPSEA - Independent Provider of Special 
Education Advice (known as IPSEA) is a registered 
charity (number 327691) operating in England. 
IPSEA offers free and independent legally 
based information, advice and support to help get 
the right education for children and young people 
with all kinds of special educational needs and 
disabilities (SEND).  
 
You can request an EHCP Needs Assessment 
Request via the SENDCo, or your local authority. 
Each Local Authority has a different process for 
this.  
 
Warrington: https://
www.mylifewarrington.co.uk/kb5/warrington/
directory/advice.page?
id=018dfMM1mWw&localofferchannel=0  
 
Trafford: 
https://www.trafforddirectory.co.uk/kb5/
trafford/fsd/advice.page?id=ENwJu8LY550 
 
Cheshire East: 
https://www.cheshireeast.gov.uk/livewell/local-
offer-for-children-with-sen-and-disabilities/
education/supporting-send-in-education/ehc-
assessments-plans/ehc-needs-assessments-and-
plans.aspx 
 
Cheshire West and Chester: 
https://
www.livewell.cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk/
Information/Details/5081?categoryId=5081 
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Lymm High School, Oughtrington Lane, Lymm, Cheshire, WA13 0RB 
01925 755458 | info@lymmhigh.org.uk 

www.lymmhigh.org.uk 


