
USING MY KNOWLEDGE ORGANISERS:

HINTS AND TIPS FOR GOLD STANDARD 
REVISION ☺

Knowledge is sticky!

“The more you know, the easier it is to learn”



✓The most 
important 
knowledge in one 
place!

✓ Helps build 
effective 
revision habits

✓ Helps you 
become more 
independent in 
your learning

✓ Acts as a helpful 
resource to use in 
lessons where you 
can look up…

➢ Vocabulary
➢ Facts
➢ Formulas 
➢ Diagrams
➢ How to structure 

answers and 
complete tasks



Write your name on the front



The more high quality vocabulary you 
know, the more likely your chances of 

success across the curriculum. 

Each knowledge organiser also includes 
general academic vocabulary and simple 

definitions for you to learn and test at 
home.



Why do we need to revise what we’ve learned?

We forget what we’ve learned 
if we do not keep returning to it 

and reactivating the 
connections in our brains. 



The more times we return to 
previously learned material, the 
stronger the connection in our 

memory. 



What does this show us?

• When you quiz and test yourself, it helps to 
move things into long term memory – so you 
learn and retain more!

• Testing yourself and marking your answers 
identifies the gaps in your knowledge and 
helps you remember better next time



3 essential revision strategies

1. Look, cover, write, check – a quick and easy method 
for testing yourself

2. The bare necessities – Organising and summarising 
information for better recall

3. Quizmaster – to test your self and others and 
strengthen your memory







Waves are created by wind 
blowing over the sea. 

Affected by fetch, strength, how 
long wind has been blowing.

Steps:
1. Start out at sea
2. As waves approach shore, 

friction slows base
3.

4.

(How far wind has travelled)

Causes the orbit to 
become elliptical 
Unit the top of the

wave breaks over



2. The bare necessities – mind-map to 
summarise information



Highlight the MOST important 
information in each section –
think hard, don’t just chose all 
the underlined bits. 

Present this information in a 
visual form



Why did 
William win 
the Battle of 

Hastings?

Leadership

Harold II’s 
death

Tactics 

Fortune

Arrange the essential, 
summarised information 
into your mindmap. You 

could add some 
images/symbols if you like

Now study it 
carefully. 

Many years 
experience

Was meant 
to invade in 
summer

Had used 
this before

caused 
shield wall 
to break

Bad weather 
caused him 
to invade in 
winter

Harold’s army 
was now much 
smaller

Kept large 
army 
together

Planned and 
was 
experienced

Good at 
boosting 
morale

Harold died 
in battle

If he survived 
he would have 
relaunched 
the  attack



Brain dump – what can you remember?

Why did 
William win 
the Battle of 

Hastings?

Leadership

Harold II’s 
death

Tactics 

Fortune

caused 
shield wall 
to break

Bad weather 
caused him 
to invade in 
winter

Harold’s army 
was now much 
smaller

Kept large 
army 
together

Planned and 
was 
experienced

Harold died 
in battle

Check and add missing 
details onto your 

mindmap in green pen



3. Quizmaster – design quizzes to test yourself 
or your friends 

• Look at the information – read it a few times. You 
could highlight/underline the essential points as you 
read

• How could you create a question to test the 
knowledge in each section?

• Design a short quiz with 5-10 questions

• Use the quiz to test yourself *even better if you 
leave this to test yourself the next day, or later in 
the week!*



Focus on this section 
from your English KO 

Design a 10 question quiz to 
test your knowledge of these 
devices – examples:

• “What word means a 
technique where an author 
appeals to the senses?”

• “What is “flexing like the 
lens of a mad eye” an 
example of?”

• “What is a simile?”

Try to vary the types of 
question

Now cover and test 
yourself (or ask 

someone else to test 
you)! ☺



LYMM
HIGH SCHOOL

How to use your knowledge organiser:

Recommended strategies (don’t just read or highlight – get active!):

• Create mind maps

• Create flash cards

• Write out key points on post-it notes and place somewhere visible so you see and review them regularly

• Write your own quiz questions based on your knowledge organiser – leave until the next morning, next day, or 
next week to see how well you have retained the information

• Get someone else to test you

• Use key vocabulary from your KO in sentences

• Use the formulae, vocabulary lists, facts, processes etc on your KO to help you complete homework tasks

• Draw diagrams and flow charts of key information

• Summarise each section into your own words – what are the MOST important facts or details in each box?

• “Just a minute” – time yourself for 60 seconds. Can you talk about this topic or explain it to someone else without 
stopping for a whole minute?

• Draw images/symbols to represent the different concepts and vocabulary

• Teach someone else about this topic. Research suggests we retain even more information when we teach a topic 
than when we learn it or revise it.
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Look Cover Write Check

Lots more 
hints and tips 

in your 
booklet!



LYMM
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What will you need to do?

• Keep your knowledge organiser safe

• Keep your knowledge organiser in your bag each day (BfL 3s will be given by 
class teachers for lack of equipment if you do not have it to use in class when 
asked to)

• Have it out on the desk each lesson

• Use it for revision homeworks and to get ready for tests

✓Look, cover, write, check

✓Reduce the information to the MOST important bits, and mindmap or re-
create in visual form

✓Create quizzes or get someone else to test you

✓Check and correct your knowledge using green pen
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