
Literature Paper 2
Section C- Unseen Poetry 

Q1- 24 marks – 25 minutes or 35 minutes with extra time
Analysis of language and structure in relation to a theme. 
TOOLS to guide you through your analysis and approach to 
unseen. 
How does the poet present …​
How does the poet present the speaker’s feeling/attitudes 
towards…​
How does the poet present the effects of…​

Q2- 8 marks – 10 minutes or 15 minutes with extra time.
Comparison of method not ideas. 
Question 1: AO1 and AO2 (24 marks- 25 minutes)​
In both poems the speakers describe feelings/attitude 
towards…​
What are the similarities and/or differences between the 
WAY the poets present these attitudes?​
Themes for Unseen Poetry:
Nature, relationships, memories, loss, identity, time, 
conflict, power of nature- see past paper questions PLC.



Poetry – Universal Gold

The human 
condition

The human condition and experience are the characteristics and key events that compose 
the essentials of human existence, including birth, growth, emotional connection and 
experience, loneliness, aspiration, conflict, and mortality. In literature it considers the 
meaning of life and morality and how we function as individuals in a wider, interconnected 
society. 

The innate evil of 
man

The concept that mankind and humanity naturally holds an evil within it. Part of our 
evolution as a society is how the ‘beast’ is tamed and humanity attains mastery over its base 
instincts. However, Aristotle argued that morality is learnt; that we are born with a blank 
slate or ‘tabula rasa’ and it is life experience that informs our moral compass. The duality of 
human nature.

The sublime The sublime in literature refers to use of language and description that excites thoughts and 
emotions beyond ordinary experience - awe. Greatness beyond all possibility of calculation, 
measurement, or imitation, often inspired by nature. The comprehension of the minuteness 
of humanity in comparison to the joy, grandeur or power of creation. 

Punishment as 
consequence for 

sin

Play as an exploration of the consequences of sin (crime and punishment). Allusion to 
Faustian legend –‘sells your soul’ in exchange for a fleeting moment of power. Death as a 
punishment for sin. Biblical teaching emphasises the importance of confession and 
absolution. There is the belief that if we do not repent for our sins, we will suffer damnation: 
Dante’s Inferno alludes to the great suffering in hell: "realm ... of those who have rejected 
spiritual values by yielding to bestial appetites or violence, or by perverting their human 
intellect to fraud or malice against their fellowmen"

Redemption and 
rebirth

As one of the most basic archetypes in literature, Jung explores reincarnation, resurrection 
and psychological rebirth. The pattern of birth, death and rebirth in literature involves a 
struggle that leads to a new realization of self, characters are spiritually reborn as a result of 
the trials they endure. Literarily there is the potential to restore and reclaim those who have 
sinned or have lost their way in society. Consider what life experiences have made mankind 
lose its way. Often rebirth and resurrection is associated with religious iconography and 
symbolism.

The cyclical nature 
of human life.

Humanity exists as part of the circle of life: birth, life and death being essential elements of 
the human condition. Osepnskey’s theory of time: When we die, we re-enter our life again 
from the beginning, unless we learn from our mistakes. As humans we need the the 
opportunity to learn from the mistakes of the past. Sometimes this cyclical nature can be 
seen in the cycles of the, seasons, sun and moon and the day. This cyclical nature causes 
frustration at its futility.

Exploration of 
gender roles

Exploration of gender roles –women as the second sex. De Beauvoir’s feminist theories 
showing women as subservient, restricted and objectified. modern literature explores the 
concept that men are just as much the victims of toxic masculinity as well as perpetrators. 
Dominance theory (Lakoff) - suggests that women are conditioned from childhood to be 
subordinate in their language

Existentialism The questioning our place in the world, and their role within society and the purpose of life. 
What does it mean to be born, live and die? What is the purpose in our actions? Focus on free 
will and agency, determining one’s own destiny and choices. In literature typically 
characterized by an individual who exists in a chaotic and seemingly meaningless 
environment. ‘The longing for paradise is man’s longing not to be man’ - Kundera

Binary opposition
of innocence
vs experience

Binary opposition of innocence vs experience – childhood innocence as the face of suffering 
that transforms the older. Experiences in the world and of life(childhood suffering) lead to 
sins, suffering, cynicism and regret. 

Nature Nature as a vehicle and metaphor for human life - each season relating to a time of human 
life: spring as birth and youth; summer as the pique of life, lust and reaching maturation; 
autumn as a time of reflection and experience; winter as a metaphor for death and decline.  
Juxtaposition of daytime vs night (joy and sorrow). Juxtaposition of inside vs outside (secret vs 
openness) 
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